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City of Encinitas
Environmental Services Guide



E n v i r o n m E n t a l  S E r v i c E S  G u i d E 

Encinitas is a beautiful place to live and work. With over 60,000 
residents and hundreds of local businesses, maintaining that 
beauty takes effort on everyone’s part. To help you know what you 
can do to help the environment and what resources are available, 
the City of Encinitas has developed this guide. If you have any 
questions, please feel free to visit us at www.EncinitasCA.gov.
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General Information

Name Address Phone Hours Website
City of Encinitas 505 S. Vulcan Ave.

Encinitas, CA 92024
(760) 633-2600 Monday – Friday

7:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m 
City offices are closed 
every other Friday.

www.EncinitasCA.gov

EDCO Waste and Recycling Services 224 Las Posas Road
San Marcos, CA 92078

(760) 436-4151 * See schedule below www.edcodisposal.com/
services/encinitas

Solana Center for Environmental 
Innovation

137 N. El Camino Real       
Encinitas, CA 92024

(760) 436-7986 Monday – Friday
8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

www.solanacenter.org

*EDCO Holiday Schedule:  
  When a holiday falls on a weekday, collection will be delayed one day for the remainder of the week.
  EDCO does not offer services on the following holidays:  Memorial Day Independence Day
 Labor Day Thanksgiving Day    
 Christmas Day New Year’s Day

The City of Encinitas offers many convenient, reliable waste and recycling options. The City has an exclusive franchise agreement with 
EDCO Waste and Recycling Services to provide solid waste collection services in Encinitas for both residential and commercial customers. 
The City also contracts with the Solana Center for Environmental Innovation to provide educational services and composting workshops in 
our community. In addition to EDCO and the Solana Center, there are myriad other resources listed in this guide to help you do your part 
to recycle and keep Encinitas “green”.

www.EncinitasCA.gov
www.edcodisposal.com/services/encinitas
www.edcodisposal.com/services/encinitas
www.solanacenter.org
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Curbside Collection
Place your refuse, recycling, and green waste containers at the curb prior to 6 a.m. on your collection day. They are collected once a week 
on the same day. Please set your containers in an unobstructed area, at street level, with the wheels against the curb, or at the edge of the 
roadway. Do not obstruct traffic lanes, including bike lanes and sidewalks. Always leave enough space for your postal carrier to access 
your mailbox.

Curbside Trash and Recycling Collection

* Reduce your trash bill by requesting a smaller trash bin and an additional recycling bin.

Trash Collection 
Use gray waste container provided by EDCO to dispose 
of non-hazardous/non-recyclable household waste.

Residential Recycling
All recyclables go in the “single stream” blue bin for 
curbside recycling (no separation is necessary).

Yard Waste 
Yard trimmings, grass clippings and other yard waste 
must be separated from trash and recycling.    
See page 6 for more information.



Did you know?

Recycling a stack of newspaper just 3 ft. high can save one tree, and one tree can filter up 
to 60 lbs. of pollutants from the air each year.
- www.resourcefulschools.org

Yard Waste Recycling
Customers are required to provide their own sturdy container, not to 
exceed 32 gals. and 50 lbs. NEVER place yard waste in plastic bags. 
“Go Green” yard waste collection decals are available from EDCO, 
(760) 436-4151.

❑  YES
 Grass clippings, weeds, leaves, hedge trimmings, Christmas 

trees (no stands or ornaments), and tree limbs. All wood debris 
must be cut and bundled, but should not exceed 4 ft. x 1.5 ft. in 
dimension.

❑  NO
 Dirt, rocks, concrete, animal waste, cactus, ice plants, palm 

fronds, succulents, frosted or artificial Christmas trees, lumber, 
or construction waste.

✔

✔
Christmas Tree Recycling
EDCO offers Christmas tree pickup with the residential yard waste 
pick-up. Please call EDCO at (760) 436-4151 each holiday season for 
more information. 
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What can go in the Blue Bin?
Glass bottles and jars: 

Clear and colored glass. Please rinse. No need to remove labels. Glass plates, mirrors, and light bulbs are 
not recyclable.

Cardboard, mixed paper, and newspapers: 
Includes cardboard and non-waxy paperboard (i.e., cereal boxes), all paper including magazines, 
newspapers, envelopes with plastic windows, junk mail, and miscellaneous coupons. Please flatten or cut 

boxes to a maximum size of 3 ft. x 3 ft. 

Cans: 
Aluminum and steel cans – including clean and dry paint cans, empty aerosol cans and aluminum foil.

Plastic containers: 
All plastic bottles, jugs and containers marked   through 3 7   or  labeled CA Redemption Value or CA Cash Refund including: 

•	Food and beverage containers: Soda, water, salad dressing, cooking oil, etc.
•	Jars and canisters: Peanut butter jars, mayonnaise jars, aspirin bottles, 35 mm film canisters, etc.
•	Cleaning products and detergents: Empty bleach, detergent, soap, shampoo, drain cleaners, etc.
•	Automotive and yard care products: Empty motor oil, antifreeze, plant food, herbicide containers, etc. 

Polystyrene
Packing materials and food containers accepted.  Does NOT include packing peanuts.   

Curbside Trash and Recycling Collection
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Recycling Centers
Name Address Phone/Web Hours Buyback Drop Off*
rePLANET 
Recycling 
Center

262 N. El Camino Real 
(behind Vons)
Encinitas CA 92024

(877) 737-5263 
replanetusa.com

Tuesday – Saturday, 
9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. 
Closed from 
1:00 -1:30 p.m.

CRV beverage 
containers made 
from aluminum, glass, 
and plastic. 

Buyback only

Waste 
Management
Carlsbad 
Recycling 
Center

5960 El Camino Real
Carlsbad, CA 92008

(800) 386-7783 
northcounty.
wm.com/buyback.
asp

Tuesday – Saturday, 
8:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
Closed daily from 
12:00 – 12:40 p.m.

CRV beverage 
containers made 
from aluminum, glass, 
and plastic.

Mixed paper and non-CRV containers. 
Household batteries. CRT’s such as 
TVs, monitors, and laptops are free 
of charge. Nominal fee for all other 
electronics. 

EDCO 
Recycling 
Buyback 
Center

224 S. Las Posas Rd.
San Marcos, CA 92078

(760) 436-4151
edcodisposal.
com/public-
disposal/san-
marcos.html

Monday – Friday, 
8 a.m. – 4 p.m., 
Sat. 8 a.m. – 3 p.m. 
Closed daily from 
12:00 to 12:30 p.m.

CRV beverage 
containers made 
from aluminum, glass, 
and plastic.

Mixed paper and non-CRV containers.  
Polystyrene packing materials (no 
peanuts). Electronic waste including 
computer monitors, televisions, 
keyboards, computer drives, and 
printers accepted free of charge.

Miramar 
Recycling 
Center

5165 Convoy Street, 
San Diego, CA 92111

(858) 268-8971 Monday – Friday, 
7 a.m. – 4:30 p.m., 
Saturday – Sunday, 
7:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

CRV beverage 
containers made 
from aluminum, glass, 
and plastic. Some scrap 
metals, newspaper 
and cardboard (call for 
pricing).

Mixed paper and non-CRV 
containers. Used cooking oil (30 
quarts maximum).  Computers, 
monitors, and CPUs, Printers, other 
computer accessories, tires, toilets, 
and appliances are accepted for a 
nominal fee. 

*Fees may apply for some items.  Call center for details.

replanetusa.com
northcounty.wm.com/buyback.asp
northcounty.wm.com/buyback.asp
northcounty.wm.com/buyback.asp
edcodisposal.com/public-disposal/san-marcos.html
edcodisposal.com/public-disposal/san-marcos.html
edcodisposal.com/public-disposal/san-marcos.html
edcodisposal.com/public-disposal/san-marcos.html


Encinitas Recycling Drop-off 
(no redemption fees paid)
137 N. El Camino Real (past the Sheriff’s Station)
Encinitas, CA 92024
Hours of operation: Open 24 hrs.
(Same items accepted as blue bin home pick-up)

PLEASE NO: household hazardous waste, electronic waste, 
furniture, appliances, plastic bags, or plastics that are not labeled  

  to 3 7 .

Buyback Recycling Centers
Buyback services including CRV materials: CRV stands for California 
Redemption Value. CRV is offered on most beverage containers in 
California. Deposits of $0.05 on containers under 24 oz. and $0.10 on 
containers 24 oz. and larger are refunded on beverage containers 
marked with “CRV.” 

Examples include glass/plastic bottles and cans such as carbonated 
soft drinks, beer, wine coolers, distilled spirit coolers, carbonated 
and mineral water, non-carbonated water, sports drinks, coffee and 
tea drinks, fruit drinks, fruit juices packed in containers less than 46 
oz., and vegetable juice in containers 16 oz. or less. No CRV deposits 
are charged on wine bottles. CRV deposits are refunded when you 
recycle your CRV beverage containers at a certified recycling center. 

Buyback Centers

“All of the schools in the Encinitas 
School District collect and recycle CRV 
containers.  The money we receive from 
this effort allows our schools to support 
many activities like gardening and 

vermicomposting.” 
Camille S. 
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Recycling Centers



Recycling at a Glance

Curbside Trash and Recycling Collection

Glass Paper Cans Plastic Polystyrene
bottles
jars 

cardboard
magazines
newspapers
junk mail
food packages

aluminum
steel
empty aerosol

bottles
jugs
recycle codes 

 to 3 7

packing materials
food containers
no packing peanuts

Yard Waste 
PIck-Up
Provide your own sturdy 
container, not to exceed 
50 lbs., and follow these 
guidelines:

Recycling Centers  Redemption fees paid at Buyback Centers listed below

Minimize what goes in the Gray Bin!
Recycling and composting are two great ways to reduce your family’s weeky trash output.

What goes in the Blue Recycling Bin?

City of Encinitas Recycling  at a Glance

Yes No 

grass clippings 
weeds
leaves
hedge trimmings 
tree limbs 
Christmas trees

dirt, rocks, concrete
animal waste
cactus, succulents
ice plants
palm fronds
flocked Christmas trees

Keep this chart handy to help you remember what can go out on the curb, where to take your recyables for cash 
or safe disposal, and who you need to contact to help get rid of large or bulky items.

Special Handling Items  (potentially dangerous or toxic)

•	Aerosols 
•	Asbestos 
•	All purpose cleaners 
•	Antifreeze/Auto fluids 
•	Disinfectants 

•	Drain openers 
•	Fertilizers 
•	Furniture polishes 
•	Gasoline/Kerosene 
•	Insecticides 

•	Lighter fluid 
•	Medical sharps 
•	Oven cleaner 
•	Paint (latex/oil-based) 
•	Pharmaceuticals*

•	Pesticides 
•	Pool chemicals 
•	Solvents/Thinners  
•	Used oil and filters 
•	Varnishes

Household Hazardous Waste  (HHW)

Electronic Waste and Universal Waste  (E-Waste, U-Waste)
•	Answering machines 
•	Auto batteries 
•	Cell phones 
•	Computers 
•	Copiers 

•	Fax machines 
•	Computer monitors 
•	VCRs and DVD players 
•	Telephones 
•	Televisions  

•	Fluorescent lamps/tubes 
•	Stereos and radios
•	Household batteries 
•	Mercury gauges 
•	Mercury pilot light sensors 

•	Mercury thermometers
•	Mercury thermostats  
•	Metal halide lamps 
•	Microwave ovens 
•	Sodium vapor lamps

How to Properly Dispose of Household Hazardous Waste, E-Waste, and U-Waste
Home Pickup Door-to-door collection service is available for all Encinitas residents for a nominal collection fee.  Call (858) 481-SAFE

Drop-off locations*
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Saturdays only, 
except holiday 
weekends

Vista HHW Facility 1145 E. Taylor St., Vista, CA 92084 
(across from City of Vista Public Works Yard at Laguna Lane)

Poway HHW Facility  
City of Poway Materials Handling Yard

12325 Crosthwaite Circle, Poway, CA 92064
(in the South Poway Business Park)

Other Recyclable Items  (appliances, auto parts, scrap metal, construction debris) 

Name Address Phone/Web Buyback Drop Off*
Encinitas Recycling Drop-off 137 N. El Camino Real

Encinitas, CA 92024
Drop -off only same items as blue bin

rePLANET Recycling Center 262 N. El Camino Real 
Encinitas CA 92024
(behind Vons)

(877) 737-5263
replanetusa.com

CRV beverage containers made 
from aluminum, glass, and plastic. 

Buyback only

Waste Management
Carlsbad Recycling Center

5960 El Camino Real
Carlsbad, CA 92008

(800) 386-7783
northcounty.wm. 
com/buyback.asp

CRV beverage containers made 
from aluminum, glass, and plastic. 

mixed paper, non-CRV 
containers, e-waste, 
household batteries

EDCO Recycling Buyback 
Center

224 S. Las Posas Road
San Marcos, CA 92078

(760) 436-4151
edcodisposal.com/
public-disposal/
san-marcos.html

CRV beverage containers made 
from aluminum, glass, and plastic. 

mixed paper, non-CRV 
containers, e-waste

Miramar Recycling Center 5165 Convoy Street
San Diego, CA 92111

(858) 268-8971 CRV beverage containers made 
from aluminum, glass, and plastic. 
Some scrap metals, newspaper 
and cardboard (call for pricing).

mixed paper, non-CRV 
containers, used cooking 
oil, e-waste, tires, toilets 
and appliances

Name Address Phone Items Serviced*
E-Z Rental 116 Azalea Drive, Vista (760) 734-1301 appliances

Miramar Recycling Center 5165 Convoy Street, San Diego (858) 268-8971 appliances, tires and toilets

Lee’s Iron and Metal 1315 Lee Drive, Vista (760) 724-1330 appliances, scrap metal and iron

Ecology Auto Parts 1030 Airport Road Oceanside (760) 966-2866 appliances, auto parts, scrap metal and iron

Hanson Aggregates 3701 Haymar Drive, Carlsbad (858) 586-0611 concrete/asphalt  

Agri-Service 3210 Oceanside Blvd., Oceanside (760) 439-9920 untreated lumber, wood pallets, yardwaste  

Bulky Item Pickup - Call (760) 436-4151
EDCO will pick up large or bulky household items by special arrangement. Examples of bulky items include: refrigerators, 
washers, dryers, sofas, chairs, mattresses, water heaters, beds (disassembled), tables (with legs removed), or other household 
items too large to be picked up by your weekly trash truck. Pickups are on Fridays by appointment. Fees vary by item.  

Additional items can 
be recycled, including 
plastic bags, packing 
materials and tires.     
Avoid putting 
these things in 
your trash! 
For disposal 
information, 
call (760) 
436-7986.

For further information on home pick-ups and drop-offs (including small business waste), call (858) 481-SAFE (7233). 
* No controlled substances accepted.  It is illegal to transport more than 15 gals. or 125 lbs. of hazardous waste.

*Fees may apply for some items.  Call center for details.

*Fees may apply for some items.  Call center for details.

replanetusa.com
northcounty.wm. com/buyback.asp
northcounty.wm. com/buyback.asp
edcodisposal.com/public-disposal/san-marcos.html
edcodisposal.com/public-disposal/san-marcos.html
edcodisposal.com/public-disposal/san-marcos.html
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•	Aerosols 
•	Asbestos 
•	All purpose cleaners 
•	Antifreeze /Auto fluids 

•	Disinfectants 
•	Drain openers 
•	Fertilizers 
•	Furniture polishes 

•	Gasoline/Kerosene 
•	Insecticides 
•	Lighter fluid 
•	Oven cleaner 

•	Medical sharps
•	Paint (latex/oil-based) 
•	Pharmaceuticals*
•	Pesticides 

•	Pool chemicals 
•	Solvents/Thinners  
•	Used oil and filters 
•	Varnishes

Household Hazardous Waste 
Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) includes products labeled 
Dangerous, Caution, Flammable, Poison, Toxic, or Corrosive and should 
be disposed of properly. It is dangerous, and illegal, to discard HHW into 
the trash, the storm drain, or down the sewer drain. Chemicals disposed 

of in illegal hazardous waste containers can be released into the environment and 
contaminate our air, water, and possibly the food we eat. 

Electronic Waste and Universal Waste
Electronic waste, or E-Waste, are electronic products nearing or at the end of their “useful life,” and includes cell phones, computers, 
televisions, VCRs, stereos, copiers, and fax machines which contain lead and other hazardous materials. The improper disposal of these 
items can be hazardous to humans and the environment. Universal waste, or U-Waste, includes rechargeable and single-use household 
batteries, fluorescent tubes, and mercury thermostats. See the list below for items that should never be thrown in the trash.

•	Answering machines 
•	Auto batteries 
•	Cell phones 
•	Computers 
•	Copiers 
•	Fax machines 
•	Computer monitors 

•	VCRs and DVD players 
•	Telephones 
•	Televisions  
•	Fluorescent lamps/tubes 
•	Stereos
•	Radios  
•	Household batteries 

•	Mercury gauges 
•	Mercury pilot light sensors 
•	Mercury thermometers
•	Mercury thermostats  
•	Metal halide lamps 
•	Microwave ovens 
•	Sodium vapor lamps

* No controlled substances accepted. 

Special Handling Items
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Special Handling Items

For further information on home pick-ups and drop-offs (including small business waste), call (858) 481-SAFE (7233). 
* It is illegal to transport more than 15 gals. or 125 lbs. of hazardous waste.

How to Properly Dispose of Household Hazardous Waste, E-Waste, and U-Waste
Reuse Re-use the materials if possible, or ask a friend or neighbor if they could use your materials you no longer need.   

Home Pickup
(858) 481-SAFE (7233) 

Door-to-door collection service is available for all Encinitas residents for a nominal collection fee. The service 
is free of charge for qualifying homebound elderly and disabled citizens. This service does not include pickup of 
regular trash, business waste, medical or biological waste, explosives, ammunition, or radioactive material.

Drop-off locations*
9 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
Saturdays only, 
except designated 
holiday weekends

Vista HHW Facility 1145 E. Taylor St., Vista, CA 92084 
(across from City of Vista Public Works Yard at Laguna Lane)

Poway HHW Facility  
City of Poway Materials Handling Yard

12325 Crosthwaite Circle, Poway, CA 92064
(in the South Poway Business Park)

Household Battery Collection 
The City of Encinitas accepts household batteries for proper disposal and recycling 
at the following locations during regular business hours:

Encinitas Library 540 Cornish Drive (760) 753-7376

Community and Senior Center 1140 Oak Crest Park Drive (760) 943-2260

Encinitas Public Works Department 160 Calle Magdalena (760) 633-2840



Did you know?

If all Americans recycled their used oil, the U.S. could save 1.3 million barrels of oil per day. 
- CalRecycle
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Special Handling Items

* Locations that also accept used oil filters.

Auto Zone 120 Leucadia Blvd. (760) 942-2662

Brad’s Foreign & Domestic 65 Westlake St., Suite 200-C (760) 753-6217

Charlie’s Foreign Car 751 Second St. (760) 753-4969

Encinitas Foreign and Domestic 901 Second St. (760) 632-0830

Herman Cook Volkswagen* 1435 Encinitas Blvd. (760) 753-6256

Jiffy Lube* 221 N. El Camino Real (760) 632-1155

Kragen Auto Parts* 180 N. El Camino Real (760) 753-4911

Valvoline Instant Oil Change 127 S. El Camino Real (760) 943-1517

Pep Boys* 256 N. El Camino Real (760) 944-7007

Encinitas Used Oil Collection Sites
Drop off used motor oil at the following locations. Call for hours of operation.    
If oil is contaminated, refer to page 13 for disposal options. 
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The City of Encinitas has adopted a Construction & Demolition Debris 
(C&D) Ordinance (2008-14) to help divert waste from landfills and 
comply with statewide mandates. C&D materials include, but are 
not limited to, asphalt, concrete, brick, dirt, rock, lumber, cardboard, 
metals and any vegetative or other land clearing/landscaping 
materials. All covered projects (demolition permits and building 
projects 10,000 square feet or greater) are required to reuse, salvage 
or recycle 60% of all C&D debris generated from the project. 

In addition, effective July 1, 2012, California State law AB341 requires 
that commercial enterprises which generate four cubic yards or more 
of solid waste weekly must participate in recycling programs. This 
requirement also includes multi-family housing complexes of five units 
or more, regardless of the amount of solid waste generated each week.  

EDCO Waste and Recycling Services, the City’s permitted waste 
and recycling contractor, offers commercial recycling services 
throughout Encinitas.  EDCO representatives will establish recycling 
services that meet your needs for a reasonable monthly cost.  
Establishing recycling programs may lower your total cost for waste 
collection services since recycling service fees are substantially 
lower than waste collection fees.

For more information on commercial and multi-family recycling 
services visit: edcodisposal.com/commercial/sd-north/recycling.html

Mandatory Commercial & Multi-Family Recycling
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Free Self Haul
Each year, residential trash customers receive a coupon from 
EDCO which is good for free disposal of one load of bulky items 
and other residential waste at the Palomar Transfer Station located 
at 5960 El Camino Real in Carlsbad. Household Hazardous Waste 
is NOT accepted at the transfer station. Residents of apartment 
complexes and other residential properties where the trash bill is 
handled by a property management company will need to contact 
EDCO for further information.

Tires (small fee may apply)Plastic Bag Recycling
Clean, dry, empty plastic grocery and newspaper bags can be 
deposited in designated collection bins at most Encinitas grocery 
stores, including the following. You can also reuse your grocery 
bags more than once or use canvas or other reusable bags to help 
reduce waste.

Cardiff Seaside Market 2087 San Elijo Avenue

Ralphs 125 North El Camino Real

Smart and Final Extra! 479 Encinitas Boulevard

Sprouts Farmers Market 1327 Encinitas Boulevard

Stater Brothers 1048 North El Camino Real

Target 1010  North El Camino Real

Trader Joe’s 115 North El Camino Real

Vons 262 North El Camino Real
453 Santa Fe Drive

Styrofoam Peanuts and Packing Material
UPS Store, Postal Annex, or most other mail stores will accept 
clean “foam” peanut packaging, non-popped bubble wrap, and 
other plastic and foam packing material for reuse.

Discount Tire 107 N. El Camino Real 
Encinitas, CA 92024

(760) 634-2202

Evans Tire and 
Service Center

206 N. El Camino Real 
Encinitas, CA 92024

(760) 942-2162

Discount Tire 685 San Rodolfo 
Solana Beach, CA 92075

(858) 481-6387

Big-O-Tires 2615 State Street 
Carlsbad, CA 92008

(760) 720-5212

Miramar 
Recycling Center

5165 Convoy Street 
San Diego, CA 92111

(858) 268-8971

Other Recyclable Items
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Other Recyclable Items

Name Address Phone/Web Items Serviced Fee Information
E-Z Rental 116 Azalea Dr.

Vista, CA 92083
(760) 734-1301 
pickupoldappliances.com

Appliances Pick up, haul away, or 
drop off.  Fees vary.

Miramar Recycling Center 5165 Convoy St.
San Diego, CA 92111

(858) 268-8971 Appliances Nominal fee

Lee’s Iron and Metal 1315 Lee Dr. 
Vista, CA 92083

(760) 724-1330 Appliances, scrap metal and iron Free drop off

Ecology Auto Parts 1030 Airport Road 
Oceanside, CA 92054

(760) 966-2866
www.ecoparts.com

Appliances, auto parts, scrap 
metal and iron. Batteries and 
tires NOT accepted.

Free drop off. Fees 
paid on some items.

Hanson Aggregates 3701 Haymar Dr. 
Carlsbad, CA 92008

(858) 586-0611 Concrete/asphalt  
 

Some restrictions 
apply. Call for details.

Agri-Service 3210 Oceanside Blvd.
Oceanside, CA 92054

(760) 439-9920 Untreated lumber, wood pallets, 
yardwaste  

Some restrictions 
apply. Call for details.

Appliances, Construction Debris, Scrap Metal and Iron

Bulky Item Pickup
EDCO will pick up large or bulky household items by special arrangement. Examples 
of bulky items include: refrigerators, washers, dryers, sofas, chairs, mattresses, water 
heaters, beds (disassembled), tables (with legs removed), or other household items too 
large to be picked up by your weekly trash truck. Call EDCO to schedule a pickup. 
Fees vary by item.

pickupoldappliances.com
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Stormwater Pollution PreventionStormwater Pollution Prevention
Did you know that storm drains are not connected to sewer 
treatment plants? 
The main purpose of storm drains is to carry rainwater away from developed areas to prevent flooding.  
The storm drain system includes streets, gutters, underground pipes, and open channels that transport 
runoff flows directly into our creeks, rivers, lagoons and the ocean.  

Stormwater pollution can have a negative impact on water quality in Encinitas.  Polluted runoff can harm 
inland and coastal habitats and wildlife, and pose a human health risk at our local beaches.  We can all do 
our part to protect these resources and the quality of life that Encinitas has to offer.  Simple practices can 
make a big difference and below are some simple steps that you can take to prevent stormwater pollution:

			•	Adjust sprinklers and prevent over-watering.
			•	Avoid over using pesticides and fertilizers and find alternatives.
			•	Pick up after your pets. Pet waste contains bacteria.
			•	Properly dispose of all hazardous waste and trash.
			•	Use non-toxic and biodegradable cleaning products.
			•	Keep your car properly maintained to prevent fluid leaks.
			•	Save time and the environment by taking your vehicle to a commercial carwash.
			•	Keep sediment from leaving your property or construction site.
			•	Volunteer at beach cleanup events in Encinitas.

The City of Encinitas Clean Water Program provides the following core services:
			•	Educational Outreach 
			•	Water Quality Monitoring/Testing
			•	Development Standards Oversight
			•	Commercial, Construction, and Industrial Inspections 
			•	Complaint Response and Investigations



Did you know that we all live in a Watershed?
A watershed is an area of land that drains all the water into creeks, rivers, lagoons, 
and eventually the ocean. The City of Encinitas is in the Carlsbad Watershed and 
drains into Batiquitos Lagoon, San Elijo Lagoon, Cottonwood Creek, beaches from 
Grandview to Seaside, and the Pacific Ocean.

Visit us on the web at www.encinitasenvironment.org.

Report Pollution to the Clean Water Hotline: (760) 633-2787 or email us at cleanwater@encinitasca.gov
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http://www.carlsbadwatershednetwork.net/ 
www.encinitasenvironment.org
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Composting is nature’s way of recycling. It is the controlled natural 
decomposition of organic materials such as leaves, grass clippings, 
prunings, and fruit, vegetable, and grain scraps. Over time, the sun, 
worms, and microorganisms break down organic materials into 
compost. Using the finished compost in your landscaping is a great 
way to return nutrients to the soil and help conserve water.

The Solana Center for Environmental Innovation provides free 
composting workshops for City of Encinitas residents. 

Visit the Solana Center website for more information at www.
solanacenter.org, or call (760) 436-7986 x 222 to learn more.

Home compost bins and worm bins are subsidized by the City of 
Encinitas for Encinitas residents, and are available at the Solana 
Center for $40 (retail value $110), price subject to change.

Home Composting
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