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“Heritage Tree” means a tree of community significance located in the City on public or private property designated by the City in accordance with the following criteria: that is one of the oldest and largest of its species; is of unique form or species; has historic significance due to an association with an historic building, site, street, person or event; or is a defining landmark or significant outstanding feature of a neighborhood.  The designation of a Heritage Tree on private property requires the written consent of the private property owner in a form deemed sufficient by the City Attorney.

Administrative Manual
SECTION 9.00 - HERITAGE TREES

9.10 Designation of Heritage Trees

A. Upon nomination by any person or agency and with the written consent of the property owner(s), a tree or trees may be designated as a Heritage Tree or trees. Heritage Trees may be located on City or private property.

B. Nominations for a Heritage Tree shall be reviewed by the Environmental Advisory CommissionUrban Forest Advisory Commitee (EACUFAC) and the EAC UFAC shall make a recommendation on Heritage Tree nominations to the Planning Commission.

C. The Planning Commission may designate a tree as a Heritage Tree upon a finding that it is unique and of importance to the community due to any of the following factors:

1. It is one of the oldest and largest of its species located in Encinitas;
2. It is a tree of unique form or species;
3. It has historic significance due to an association with an historic building, site, street, person or event; or
4. It is a defining landmark or significant outstanding feature of a neighborhood.

D. Upon Planning Commission approval, the tree(s) shall be designated as a Heritage Tree(s). Any work on or in the vicinity of a designated Heritage Tree shall be done in accordance with this Manual and under the provisions of a City-issued permit. The requirement for a permit may be waived in cases of hazardous trees or other cases where immediate action must be taken for public health or safety reasons.

E. After Planning Commission approval of a Heritage Tree designation, the City shall notify the property owner(s) in writing. A listing of trees so designated, including the specific locations thereof, shall be kept by the City.

F. It shall be the responsibility of any private property owner whose property contains a Heritage Tree to insure that any future owners, successors, heirs, personal representatives, transferees and/or assigns of said property owner knows of the designated Heritage Tree(s) and the requirements that come with this designation.

G. Once designated, a Heritage Tree shall be subject to the provisions of this Manual unless removed from the list of Heritage Trees by action of the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission may remove a tree from the list upon its own motion or upon written request by the property owner. Request for such action must originate in the same manner and proceed through the same process as nomination for Heritage Tree designation.

H. Any person may appeal the designation of a tree or trees as a Heritage Tree(s), or the Removal of such designation, in accordance with the procedures set forth in Chapter 1.12 of the Municipal Code (Appeals).

