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1 CLEARANCE STANDARDS

1.1 Purpose

It is the intention that all work be performed to improve public safety, reduce the spread of fire, provide required clearances, reduce the risk of tree failure, maintain or improve tree vigor and structure.

1.2
Application

The following standards shall apply to the pruning of all city owned trees in Encinitas. (These standards are not intended to supersede any more stringent clearance requirements of the Fire Department or any other governmental agency having jurisdiction.) See note at end.
1.3
Clearance Standards

The following minimum clearances for tree canopies are to be achieved at the time of pruning. These standards shall only be implemented at the determination of the City Arborist or their representative. The standards shall only be implemented if tree health and/structure will not be adversely affected, and if it is determined that no public safety hazards are created by not meeting the clearance setback. 
1.3.1
Streets, roads, fire lanes and the traveled way in parking lots: 14’ above the

paved traveled way.

1.3.2
Driveways: 14’ overhead clearance and 16’ horizontal clearance (8’ from either side of the centerline of the driveway). (Fire Department requirements may specify a greater horizontal clearance depending on the number of properties accessed by the driveway.) See note at end.
1.3.3
Buildings and structures: 3’ from the sides and 5’ over the roof of buildings.
1.3.4
Chimneys: 10’ from the side or above chimneys or flue pipes.

1.3.5
Safety signs, signals and informational road signs: (The line of sight, as detailed in local codes or ordinances by the Planning Department, shall not be obstructed by tree growth from a clear view by motor vehicle operators. This includes street name signs and property addresses.) See note at end.
1.3.6
Vehicle traffic at intersections and turning lanes: (The line of sight, as detailed in local codes or ordinances by the Planning Department, shall not be obstructed by tree growth from a clear view by motor vehicle operators.) See note at end.
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1.3.7
Streetlights and light poles: 5’ from the sides, above and below the light fixture and the pole supporting the light fixture.

1.3.8
Sidewalks, walkways and parking spaces in parking lots: 8’ above the paved surface.
1.3.9
Trails: 8’ above the walking surface.

Note: The italicized sections should be revised to include the actual wording of the codes or regulations in use by the Fire Department and the Planning Department.

Submitted by: 

Mark Wisniewski a member of the Encinitas Urban Forest Advisory Committee
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